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MARIPOSA LAND PORT OF ENTRY
GSA Art In Architecture Program
Final Artwork Concept Proposal

Artist: KIMSOOJA
Working Title: An Album: Borderlines
Year: 2012 - 2013
Medium: LED video projection in HD format
Duration: Approximately 20 – 30 min. loop with Sound
Edition number: 1 out of 6 + 1AP 

CONTRACT NUMBER: 0928001
PROJECT NUMBER:  GS-09P-10-KT-0018

CONCEPT PROPOSAL

The Mariposa Land Port of Entry is one of the largest and most delicate political checkpoints between the 
United States and Mexico. For this particular site, I propose a video piece on LED screen to be installed 
right at the South Gate Entry; this is the first gate that the pedestrian traffic passes through when arriving 
from Mexico, and the last gate when departing from the United States. I find this site to be one of the most 
challenging, inspiring, and critical ones for me to work with, as my practice has often dealt with border is-
sues and migrants in the past.

The proposal for the South Gate façade consists of panoramic video portraits of a number of US immi-
grants from all different continents who have chosen to live in the United States, and second generation 
immigrants projected from an outdoor LED screen. The screen is positioned in the upper wall structure 
above of the revolving doors at the south gate. It faces the Mexican side of the border, where pedestrians 
enter and detainees exit simultaneously. It will serve as a face to those entering the US.

“An Album: Borderlines” attempts to grasp the journey of everyone’s psychological states, from their past, 
present and future. The piece will be an observation of the reality of people’s presence ‘here and now’, 
as a group portrait in the current sociopolitical environment, and as a socio-cultural statement about this 
country as a country of immigrants — their destinies, joys, memories, detachment, and challenges to the 
society as a witness to the American way of life.

The piece will consist of individuals’ portraits in a vertical frame sitting in three positions; facing the camera, 
with their back to the camera, and turning their head to look at the camera upon being called by name. 
Rhythmically appearing and disappearing into the black background screen that is seamlessly divided into 
multiple vertical sections. The individuals, mostly silent and with their own ways of gaze, looking at their 
past, present and future. The portraits are at times alone, and at other times presented together with their 
own portrait or grouped with the others. For example, an individual’s front and back at the same time, or 
juxtaposed to other individual’s portraits.

In these three distinctive postures I see both a physical and psychological borderline. Turning away from 
the camera suggests an act of departure or separation, while a frontal image evokes an arrival. The sub-
tle change in each person’s face depicts a psychological journey through his or her own memories of joy, 
agony, regret, suffering, love, and hope.

This proposal presents an opportunity to bring together different notions of borderline by giving a closer 
gaze into each person I encounter as an extension of my previous performance video project, A Needle 
Woman (1999-2001), which I conducted in eight Metropolitans around the world. This project led to A Nee-
dle Woman (2005) in Jerusalem, Rio de Janeiro, Havana, Patan, Sana’a, and N’Djamena. These are cities 
that have significant political, social, religious conflicts, as well as poverty, violence, and postcolonial rami-
fications. In these performances I stood still, locating my body in the middle of a moving crowd, my body 
functions as a symbolic axis of time and space within different socio-cultural geographies and at the same 
time as a borderline between the viewer and the people in the street. I believe the Mariposa Land Port of 
Entry could serve as an example to bring cultural understanding and positive interaction between the two 
countries by sharing the emotions, memories, and aspirations we all have in our lives.

KIMSOOJA

Kimsooja gained notoriety in the mid 1990’s following a P.S.1 residency in New 
York, which paved the way for one of her most famous pieces to date, Bot-
tari Truck, a video that was subsequently shown in numerous exhibitions and 
biennales. Bottari Truck consisted of a truck loaded with bottari, the Korean 
word for bundle, and traveled throughout Korea for 11 days. The bundles were 
actually made of bed covers, an object accompanying the key moments of our 
existence from birth, marriage, illness, to death. Following the Bottari Truck 
project, A Needle Woman, a video performance showing the artist from the 
back standing in the middle of a mainstream avenue in various cities through-
out the world, further developed the concept of sewing towards abstraction 
bringing together people, cultures and civilizations. In a subtle way Kimsooja 
(b. 1957 in Korea), who works primarily in video, performance, installation, and 
photography has advanced to a premier artist in her discipline taking up sensi-
tive issues like identity, migration or social cultural issues. Kimsooja has lived in 
New York since 1999, and her work combines performance, video and installa-
tion, addressing issues of the displaced self. Kimsooja brings together a con-
ceptual, logical and structural investigation of performance through immobility 
that inverts the notion of the artist as the predominant actor.  Besides taking us 
on her journey, Kimsooja’s work is an invitation to question our existence, and 
the major challenges we are facing in this era.  
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SOUTH FACING LED DISPLAY
View from Mexican side. Entering the US.
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SOUTH FACING LED DISPLAY
View from Mexican side. Entering the US.
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SOUTH FACING LED DISPLAY
View from Mexican side towards the US.
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SOUTH FACING LED DISPLAY
View from Mexican side. Entering the US.



VIDEO STILL IMAGE EXAMPLES

Please note: All images provided in this  proposal are for the illustration of the final concept but do not 
constitute actual stills from the content of the final video film strip which will be produced at a future date.
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CAD DRAWING SET
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TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. DATA FORMAT AND VIDEO QUALITY

Video copy will be delivered both as a very high resolution master copy
as well as a formated video which wiil play on the LED panel screen.
Video format of the master copy will be of the highest resolution possible
at the time of production. ( eg. Red ‘Epic’ Camera 5K RAW format output to TIF). 
The high resolution master video will only have content in a central horizontal band having the same 6:26 
aspect ratio as the LED display panel. 
This very high deffinition master copy will be down-sampled and cropped to produce the
formatted playback video which will match the resolution of the LED panel display:  756x148 pixels.
In addition to the files specifically formatted for the Daktronics screen the artist will deliver 
the following items for the collection archive:
- HDCAMSR MASTER TAPE
- Digibeta Standard Definition tape 
- Hard drive with HD quick time files
- Blu Ray signed edition copy
- Blu Ray exhibition disc
- Standard def DVD viewing copy

2. PERFORMANCE OF THE LED PANEL IN HARSH CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

Please see:

APPENDIX D - Thermal Management.Tech Note Outdoor SMD  
A document from 2009 detailing the thermal management techniques of the panels. 
Tests up to  110 C (230° F).

APPENDIX E - Daktronics Product Reliability Lab Bulletin.  A list of various tests undergone by the 
LED panels including temperature between -80° C (-112° F) to  170° C (338° F).

APPENDIX F - Daktronics LED panels installed at the Phoenix Convention Center.  
Map showing the location of four Daktronics LED screens at the Phoenix Convention center,
two of which are 10mm pixel pitch. 
(Daktronics screens have also been installed in Saudi Arabia and Dubai).

3. LONGEVITY  OF THE LED PANEL DISPLAY

The standard laboratory tests show a diminished brightness of 50% over the course of 
100,000 hours ( 11 years @ 24 hours per day) with the display outputting 100% white content at full power. 
This does not correspond to typical usage of the panel. Typical imagery displayed on the panels will be at a 
fraction of full white (in our case an average 15% over the image field), and playback times will be 
scheduled to only run during certain periods of the day . Also it must be noted that the screen brightness is 
more than sufficient for display clarity in typical daytime situations and that any loss of output capabilty by 
the LED screen can be complemented by an increase in the output brightness calibration.  

All these factors should considerably increase the longevity of the LED display panel.

4. SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE OF THE LED PANEL DISPLAY

The LED panel display is equipped with a fault detection, diagnosis and management system (IDM)
which facilitates error management and repair and helps maintain the screen in optimal working condition.  
The LED panel dispaly is delivered with a 2% spare parts package.
The LED panel is modular.   It has 156 ( 26 x 6 ) modules.  In case of failure any module can be repaired 
and/or replaced.
Several types of extended service agreements are available with Daktronics including parts only and parts 
and labor as well as screen recalibration service.

Please see:

APPENDIX B - Preliminary Budget Estimate

APPENDIX G - Daktronics IDM Workbook which explains the Intelligent Management Device (fault 
detection, self-diagnostic and management).

APPENDIX H - Standard Terms and Conditions of Extended Service - Gold

APPENDIX I - Standard Terms and Conditions of Extended Service - Platinum Plus

5. POWER CONSUMPTION OF THE LED PANEL

The maximum power consumption of the LED panel display is given as 12320 Watts at maximum 
output. The average is 3120 Watts.
The power requirements are 120/208 Volts 3 Phase,  35 amps per leg.

APPENDIX A - Daktronics LED panel data sheet

5. VANDALISM

Daktronics does not provide any special protection for the LED panel display. Options for repair depend on 
the severity of the damage.
A first step would be to replace the damaged modules with undamaged modules from the spare parts
inventory. Then submit the damaged modules to Daktronics for repair and return. 
Daktronics has been able to clean some modules that have been spray painted depending on
the type of spray paint used. Daktronics has also been able to repair light damage to modules that have 
been struck by a heavy object.

Any additional protection layer would need to be customized and approved by Daktronics.
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